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Happy New Year – Today was the first breakfast in a couple of weeks, and it looks as 
though our members are still used to sleeping in on Fridays. 
 
Guests today Marlene and Linda from the Free Store, were our guest speakers. 
 
Announcements: 
1.  Shawnee received several cards over the holidays.  Salvation Army sent a thank 

you for Dress A Child, Dog Tag Buddies sent us a holiday card and Shawnee is 

now experiencing one of the benefits of becoming president of BEC.  Somehow, 

non-profits get your address and send you holiday messages. 

2. Tanya wanted to let all of our new members know that you have name tags.  Come 

to breakfast and check yourself out! 

3. We have Fusion Fights this weekend and Bruce is the big dog!  Nate Bargatze is 

Sunday January 18th and is expected to be a big event so we need some more 

volunteers. 

4. The board is meeting this coming Tuesday.  If you have anything that needs 

attention, or if you are a committee chair and need to report to Shawnee, please 

get in touch with her so it can get put on the agenda. 

5. NO Guests next week for breakfast as it is a business meeting. 

6. We have had several recent birthdays.  Jerry Voto turned a spry 80, Wiley Taylor 

looks like he is 80, and Mary Anne McGuire has celebrated recently as well!  Happy 

Belated Birthday, young uns! 

7. Shawnee is looking for a guest speaker for the last Friday in February. 

 

 

Marlene and Linda started off by letting us know this morning that the Free Store 

has been in existence for 15 years and they are all volunteer labor. 

 

Anyone can shop for clothing and household items at no charge.  They do not 

require anything for eligibility.  All are welcome to shop, donate, and volunteer.  The 

store is open on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month from 10 am to 12:30 pm.  

You might think that they don’t do much volume because of their hours, but last 

year they served over 17,000 individuals & families.  During their open hours, they 

also set up for 110 lunches a day.  They often run out well before their 2 hours and 

30 minutes are complete. 

 

Even though they are only open for 5 hours a month to the public, their volunteers 

work three days a week to process all donations, make sure they are working and 

are clean.  If the items they receive don’t work and they can’t fix it quickly, they 

pass it on to other entities that might be able to use it. 

 

As you know, Tim is their courtesy vehicle and not only collects bottles, but does a 

lot of other things for the Free Store.  If your family has small Gatorade bottles, or 

ensure bottles or any other type of bottles that are small but have some solidity, 

they would love to have them to fill with laundry detergents, dish soaps, shampoos, 

and body washes. Attached is their donation list. 

 

Bruce won the big money today and donated the money to the Free Store. 

Upcoming Volunteer 
Opportunities 

 

Fusion Fight 1-10 
@4:30 

 

Nate Bargatze 1-
18 @ 5:30 
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